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INTRODUCTION 
==~~=================--~ 
This report is the most recent in a series of 
publications by the Bureau of Criminal 
Statistics (BCS) on the subject of homicide in 
California. The three primary purposes served 
by this publication are: 1) to provide an 
overview of findings pertaining to the crime 
of homicide and its victims, including 
information about persons arrested for 
murder and the system's response to these 
persons (types of dispositions and sentences 
received); 2)to monitor homicide data on an 
annual basis in order to detect important 
deviations from the norm; and 3)to provide 
homicide information on topics of special 
interest, such as, justifiable homicide. 
4 
Primary emphasis has been placed on the 
crime of willful homicide. Factors such as 
homicide rate, victim-offender relationship, 
and circumstance contributing to the 
homicide are analyzed in terms of the 
personal characteristics of the victim (sex, 
race, and age). In addition to analyses 
pertaining to willful homicide crimes, other 
areas of analytical emphasis include: 
characteristics of persons arrested for 
murder; response of the criminal justice 
system to adults arrested for murder; 
defendants sentenced to death; peace officers 
killed in the line of duty; and justifiable 
homicides, both by peace officers and private 
citizens. 
This report differs from previous homicide 
reports in that it relies principally on charts 
and graphs to convey essential facts about 
homicide in California. These graphics, 
presented early in the publication, refer to, 
and are based upon, tables presented in the 
Data Section at the back of the report. 
Most data presented in this report were 
obtained from three independently compiled 
BCS data bases: the Automated Homicide File 
for data pertaining to both willful and 
justifiable homicides; the Monthly Arrest and 
Citation Register for data relevant to the 
characteristics of persons arrested for 
murder; and the Offender-Based Transaction 
Statistics system for information on types of 
dispositions and sentences received by adults 
arrested for murder.1 Death penalty cases 
were identified by the Division of Criminal 
Law, California Department of Justice. Data 
on these cases were obtained from the 
Bureau of Criminal Identification. 
Basic data pertaining to 1978 and to 1976-
1978, as a whole, are presented in both raw 
and "analyzed" data tables in the Data 
Section. Raw data tables present the 
frequency counts of most, if not all, 
categories of a given variable, including that 
of "unknown." Analyzed data tables were 
then constructed from these tables by 
removing unknown data and, where 
indicated, combining c~tegories to provide 
meaningful information or to emphasize 
1
Tables 3-7, 9-39, and 61-69 were complied from 
Automated Homicide File data. The data source for 
Tables 4()-44 was tne Montnly Arrest and Citation 
Register. Tne Offender·Based Transaction Statistics 
system was tne source of data for Tables 45-60. 
METHODOLOGY 
observed relationships. The graphics 
displayed at the front of the report are based 
upon these latter tables. 
Although steps are being taken to remedy the 
situation, it should be noted that the amount 
of unknown data in some variables is 
considerable. In some instances, it is possible 
that inclusion of these data, were they 
known, could result in distributions 
substantially different from the distributions 
shown. 
Findings of this report are presented almost 
entirely in terms of 1978 data. The 
availability of 1976-1978 data in the 
Automated Homicide File permitted the 
development of a tabular frame of reference 
against which 1978 data could be evaluated. 
Because of reporting incnnsistencies in the 
other two data bases prior to 1978, data for 
the 1976-1978 period were not used to 
evaluate 1978 arrests, types of dispositions, 
and sentences. Also, to be consistent with 
other data available on dispositions, data for 
death penalty cases were presented only for 
1978. 
5 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE . The Crime and Its Victims tJLh:.. 
========================--.p -• 
The crime of willful homicide is defined by 
the Uniform Crime Reporting Program of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation as the 
"willful (nonnegligent) killing of one human 
being by another." The data presented in this 
section of the report coincide with this 
definition, and were obtained almost 
exclusively from the Automated Homicide 
File. Other data sources are indicated in the 
footnotes of the appropriate tables. 
6 
The number of willful homicides in 1969 was 
1,376. In 1978, the number had grown to 
2,601- an increase of almost 90 percent. 
These figures are more meaningful in the 
context of "population at risk," and in relation 
to other crimes against persons. In the 
context of population at risk, the number of 
willful homicide victims for each 1 00,000 
population grew from 6.9 in 1969 to 11.7 in 
1978- an increase of slightly less than 
70 percent. 
In relation to other crimes against persons, it 
was found that during the 1969-1978 
period, rate increases in willful homicide and 
aggravated assault are quite similar (69.6 
versus 77.5 percent). 
Other general findings related to the crime of 
willful homicide are that more persons were 
killed on Saturday and Sunday than on the 
other days of the week, and fewer persons 
were killed from January through June than 
from July through December. Also, relatively 
more persons in the state's 20 most-
populated counties were victims of willful 
homicide, and homicide by handguns, than 
were persons in the 38 remaining counties. 
In addition to the crime of willful homicide, as 
discussed above, analytical emphasis of the 
victim section is based upon: 
e The personal characteristics (sex, race, 
and age) of the victim and their 
interrelationship, for example, age of 
victim as a function of race. 
e The relationship between the sex, race, 
and age of the victim and homicide rate, 
victim-offender relationship, time of 
incident (month and day), location of 
incident, type of weapon, and 
circumstance contributing to the 
homicide incident. 
The findings of this section are presented in 
charts and chart-related statements in the 
following Summary of Data. 
TABLE 1 
WI LLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1969- 1978 
Number, Rate per 100,000 Population, and Annual Percent Change 
Percent Percent 
Year Number change Rate change 
1969 1,376 a 6.9 a .. . . . -
1970 .. . . . 1,355 -1 .5 6.8 - 1.4 
1971 .. . . . 1,633 20.5 8.1 19.1 
1972 ~ .. . .. 1,789 9 .6 8.7 7.4 
1973 .. . .... 1,862 4.1 9.0 3.4 
1974 ..... . 1,970 6.8 9.4 4.4 
1975 ...... 2,196 11 .5 10.4 10.6 
1976 .. '. 2,214 .8 10.3 - 1.0 
1977 .. . . 2,481 12.1 11.3 9.7 
1978 .. . . 2,601 4 .8 11.7 3 .5 
8 Annual percent change In both number and rate Is calculated from the number and rate of the 
previous year. 
Source: Statewide Criminal Justh;e Profile, 1978, published by the Bureau of Criminal Statistics, 
Department of Justice. 
SUMMARY OF DATA 
From 1969 to 1978: 
e The number of willful homicides 
increased from 1,376 to 2,601 . 
e The willful homicide rate per 100,000 
population increased from 6.9 to 11 .7. 
e There was considerable variability in 
annual percent-change figures. 
Four of the Seven Major Offenses are crimes 
against persons. They are willful homicide, 
forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated 
assault. 
From 1969 to 1978, the rate per 100,000 
population for: ~ 
.!; .. 
c:: 
• Willful homicide increased 69.6 percent, ~ 
from 6.9 to 11.7. 
• Forcible rape increased 44.3 percent, 
from 35.0 to 50.5. 
• Robbery increased 54.2 percent, from 
197.5 to 304.6. 
• Aggravated assault increased 
77.5percent, from 209.7 to 372.2. 
CHART 1 
CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 
Percent Increase in Rate per 100,000 Population 
From 1969to 1978 
77.5% 
Willful Forcible Robbery Aggravated 
homicide rape BSSault 




WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Distribution of Victims by Sex, Race, and Age 
SEX 
Source: Tables 9, 10, and 11. 
8 
When 1978 willful homicide victims were 
analyzed by sex, race, and age, it was found 
that: 
• 77.9 percent were male and 
22.1 percent were female. 
• With respect to known race, 
44.7 percent were white; 25.1 percent 
were Mexican-American; and 
26.9 percent were Negro. 
• 35.0 percent of the victims whose age 
was known were 24 years of age or 
younger, 35.9 percent were 25-39 
years of age, and 29.1 percent were 
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Source: Table 9. 
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CHART 4 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 





Source: Table 11. 
In 1978, when sex of the victim was analyzed 
by race, it was found that: 
• 90.6 percent of Mexican-American 
victims were male. 
• 77.7 percent of Negro victims were 
male. 
e 71.2 percent of white victims were 
male. 
e Conversely, proportionately fewer 
Mexican-American females (9.4 percent) 
were homicide victims than either white 
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When age of victim was analyzed by race, it 
was found that: 
e The largest percent (38. 6) of white 
victims were 40years of age or older. 
e The largest percent (48. 7) of Mexican-
American victims were 24years of age 
or younger . 
e The largest percent (44. 1 ) of Negro 
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So urce: Table 14 . 
The willful homicide rate in 1978 was 11.7 
per 100,000 population. Chart 5 shows willful 
homicide rates per 100,000 population for 
subgroups of victims classified by sex, race, 
and age. 
In 1978: 
e Males were more than three and one-
half times as likely as females to be 




e Negroes were more than twice as likely 
as Mexican-Americans and more than 
five and one-half times as likely as 
whites to be homicide victims (40.3 
versus 18.5 and 7. 3, respectively). 
• Persons of 25-39 years of age were, on 
the average, about 75 percent more 
likely to be homicide victims than either 
younger or older persons (17.4 versus 
10.1 and 9.6, respectively). 
, 
CHART 6 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Known Relationship of Victim to Offender by Sex of Victim 
MALE 
FEMALE 
Source: Table 15. 
CRIMES 
When 1978 willful homicide crimes in which 
the relationship of the victim to the offender 
was known were analyzed by sex, it was 
found that: 
e Proportionately, more than twice as 
many female as male victims were 
either a spouse, parent, or child of the 
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Source: Table 16. 
Friend, 
acquaintance 
When the willful homicide crimes in 1978 in 
which the relationship of the victim to the 
offender was known were analyzed by race, It 
was found that: 
• For all races, the homicide victim was 
most likely to be a friend or 
acquaintance of the offender. This 
relationship was most pronounced in the 
case of Negroes (51.2 percent). 
e The Mexican-American victim was 
considerably more likely to be a gang 
member (26.2 percent) than the white or 
Negro victim (2.9 and 3.0 percent, 
respectively), and considerably less likely 
to be a spouse, parent, or child of the 
offender ( 16.2 percent) than the white or 
Negro victim (29.6 and 30.3 percent, 
respectively). 
e The victim was a stranger to the 
offender in 20.6 percent of the cases in 
which the race of victim was white. This 
percent is somewhat greater than that 
of the Mexican-American victim 
(17.3 percent) and considerably greater 
















WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1976- 1978 
Average Homicide Rate per 100,000 Population by Size of County 
~maint/8r 
of •tattt 
SOurce: Table l St. 
When California's 58 counties were ranked 
by size of population as of July 1, 1977, and 
the average number of homicides for each 
county over a three-year period (1976-1978) 
was calculated, it was found that: 
e The average homicide rate per 100,000 
population of the 20 most-populated 
counties was 51 .3 percent higher than 
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Willful homicides increased 89.0 percent in 
number from 1969 to 1978 (TableS). This is 
equivalent to a 3.6 percent semiannual 
increase. Consequently, the number of 
homicides known to have occurred in the last 
half of 1978 should be about 3.6 percent 
larger than in the first six months. However, 
based on the six-month figures shown in 
Chart 9 (52.4 and 47.6 percent). the number 
is 10.1 percent larger. 
On the basis of this finding, it was concluded 
that: 
e There was a seasonal increase in willful 
homicides in 1978 greater than that 
attributable to the long-term growth trend 









Source: Table 22. 
CRIMES 
CHART 10 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Known Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Tuesday Wedne1day Thursday Friday Saturday 
Total • White !illrn 
Mexican·. 0 Negro American 
When 1978 willful homicides were analyzed 
by known day of incident and race of victim, 
it was found that: 
e Most willful homicides occurred on 
Saturday and Sunday (19.5 and 
19.2 percent, respectively) and least 
occurred on Tuesday (11.5 percent). 
e 48.7 percent of Mexican-American 
victims were killed on Saturday and 
Sunday, combined, as opposed to 
33.9 percent of white victims and 
37.4percent of Negro victims. 
15 
CRIMES 
When 1978 willful homicide incidents were 
analyzed by known location of incident and 
sex, it was found that: 
• 37.4 percent of all homicide victims 
were killed at their own residence. 
e Proportionately, almost twice as many 
female as male homicide victims were 
killed at their own residence (60.3 
versus 30.9 percent). 
CHART 11 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES,1978 
A. Known Location of Homicide 
B. Known Location of Homicide by Sex of Victim 
Male ~ 18.1" 
- -- ----- --
I 
FemBie r::!!Ii3 38.7" 
VIctim's residence Other D 
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street, 51dewalk Other D 
Source: Table 26. 
When 1978 willful homicide crimes were 
analyzed by race of victim and known location 
of incident, it was found that: 
e Relative to other locations, most white 
and Negro victims were killed at their 
own residence (44.6 and 41.4 percent, 
respectively). 
e More Mexican-American victims 
(43.5 percent) were killed in a bar, 
parking lot, or on a street or sidewalk, 
collectively, than were white or Negro 
victims (18.3 and 24.2 percent, 
respectively). 
Firearms were responsible for more 
willful homicide deaths than all other 
types of weapons combined 
(56 _5 percent)_ 
CHART13 
WU.LFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
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Firearm Knife . • 
Source: Tables 30 and 31. 




When known type of weapon used in 1978 
willful homicides was analyzed by sex and 
race of the victim, it was found that: 
e The percent of females killed by a blunt 
object, personal weapon (hands, feet, 
teeth, etc.), or rope, collectively, was 
more than two and one-half times as 
great as that of males (28.1 versus · 
• Regardless of sex or race, the victim 
was most likely to be killed by a firearm. 




• The percent of males killed by firearms 
was approximately one and one-half 
times as great as that of females (62.3 
versus 42.6 percent). 
• Relative to other racial groups, whites 
were more likely to have been killed by 
blunt objects, personal weapons, or rope 
(21.3 percent), than Mexican-American 







WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Known Type of Firearm Used in Homicide by Size of County 
Source: Table 348. 
24.9% 
41.4% 
Handgun Longgun D 
When 1978 willful homicides by firearm were 
analyzed by known type of firearm and county 
size, it was found that: 
e The percent of firearm homicides 
attributed to handguns in the 20 most-
populated California counties was 
greater than that of the remaining 38 
counties (75.1 versus 58.6 percent). 
• Conversely, the percent of firearm 
homicides attributed to long guns (rifles 
and shotguns) in the "remainder of the 
state'' was greater than that of the 20 
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Sourc:e: Table 35. 
When the 1,881 willful homicide crimes in 
1978 in which the contributing circumstance 
was known were analyzed by sex, it was 
found that: 
20 
e The percent of females who were 
victims of homicides in which the 
contributing circumstance was a sex-
related crime was considerably greater 
than that of males (16.6 versus 
.6 percent). 
e Proportionately, females were about two 
and one-half times as likely as males to 
have been victims of homicides in which 
the contributing circumstance was the 
crime of burglary (4.1 versus 
1 .6 percent). 
e In all other circumstances (e.g., 
argument and "other"), proportionately 
more males than females were willful 
homicide victims (Table 37). 
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Source: Table 36. 
When willful homicides in 1978 were 
analyzed by known contributing circumstance 
and race of the victim, it was found that: 
e For all races, the circumstance which 
contributed most to homicides was an 
argument (interpersonal conflict). 
e On the average, whites were about 
twice as likely as either Mexican-
Americans or Negroes to have been 
victims of homicides in which the 
contributing circumstance was either a 
robbery, a burglary, or a sex-related 
crime (31.7 versus 17.7 and 









e Mexican-Americans, on the average, 
were considerably more likely than 
either whites or Negroes to have been 
victims of homicides in which the 
contributing circumstance was either 
gang related or gangland related (18.5 
versus 2.5 and 1.8 percent, respectively). 
e On the average, Negroes were one and 
one-third times as likely as either wh ites 
or Mexican-Americans to have been 
victims of homicides in which the 
contributing circumstance was an 
argument (70.5 versus 49.7 and 
53.6 percent, respectively) , 
21 
ADULT ARRESTS FOR MURDER, AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
DISPOSITIONS OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
~~======~======================~~~~ 
22 
This section of the report is concerned with 
both the total arrests for murder in 1978 and 
the response of the criminal justice system in 
1978 to adults arrested for murder. 
regardless of the year of arrest. Data 
pertaining to the response of the criminal 
JUStice system, that is, types of disposition 
and sentences received, were obtained from 
the Offender-Based Transaction Statistics 
(OBTS) system; data pertaining to reported 
arrests for murder were obtai ned from the 
Monthly Arrest and Citation Register (Arrest 
Reg ister) 
The Arrest Register contains information on 
all arrests made in 1978, as reported to the 
Bureau by California law enforcement 
agencies. The OBTS system collects 
information on the dispositions of adult felony 
arrests occurring in the calendar year, 
regardless of the year of arrest. It is designed 
to follow the adult felony arrestee from the 
time of arrest until final disposition of the 
case. Final dispositions can occur at the law 
enforcement level (police releases); the 
prosecutor level (complaints denied); or at the 
lower or superior court level (dismissals, 
acquittals, or convictions). 
It is estimated that during 1978, OBTS 
reports were received for about two-thirds of 
the total adult felony arrests which received a 
final disposition in 1978. Despite 
underreporting, those dispositions received 
are believed to generally describe the 
statewide processing of adult felony arrestees 
through the criminal justice system. 
Because the number of persons sentenced to 
death in 1978 was small. they have been 
included in the "prison" category when type 
of sentence was related to convicted offense, 
prior criminal record, and existing criminal 
status. However, these persons have been 
identified by the Division of Criminal Law; 
and information pertaining to them, as 
obtained from the Bureau of Criminal 
Identification, is presented in the Death 
Penalty Section on page 31. 
The Summary of Data which follows is 
concerned first with the personal 
characteristics (sex, race, and age) of those 
arrested for murder in 1978, as obtained 
from the Arrest Register, and with the 
manner in which these characteristics relate 
to one another, for example, the distribution 
of age of arrestee as a function of race. 
Because of OBTS underreporting, it is 
believed that the number of arrests for 
murder reported via the Arrest Register is a 
better estimate of the number of 1978 
dispositions of adults arrested for murder 
than the number actually reported via OBTS. 
The emphasis of the Summary of Data then 
shifts to analyses of OBTS information 
pertaining to: 
e The relationship between type of 
disposition [releases (by law 
enforcement and prosecutor's office, 
combined), dismissals or acquittals, and 
convictions] and personal characteristics 
of the arrestee. 
e The relationship between type of 
disposition (dismissals or acquittals and 
convictions) and the personal 
characteristics of those arrestees 
against whom complaints were granted. 
e The relationship between convicted 
offense (murder and "other" offenses, 
such as manslaughter, felony assault, 
and robbery) and the personal 
characteristics of the convicted arrestee. 
e The relationship between type of 
sentence received and the convicted 
offense, prior criminal record, and 
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SUMMARY OF DATA 
White 
31.9% 
Analysis of the characteristics of 1978 
arrestees for murder showed that: 
• 86.3 percent were male and 
13.7 percent were female. 
e 88.0 percent were adult and 
12.0 percent were juvenile. 






Source: Tables 40, 41, 42, and 43. 
e 31.9 percent were white, 31.1 percent 
were Mexican-American, 33.5 percent 
were Negro, and 3.4 percent were other 
races. 
• 52.2 percent were 24 years of age or 
younger, 36.8 percent were 25-39 
years of age, and 1 0.9 percent were 40 
years of age or older. 
ARRESTS 
CHART19 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1978 
Sex by Race, Juvenile and Adult by Race, and Age by Race of Arrestee 









When the sex of arrestees was analyzed by 
race, it was found that: 
• Of white arrestees, 85.6 percent were 
male and 14.4 percent were female (a 
ratio of about 6 to 1 ). 
e Of Mexican-American arrestees, 
93.4 percent were male and 6.6 percent 
were female (a ratio of about 14 to 1 ). 
e Of Negro arrestees, 80.9 percent were 
male and 19.1 percent were female (a 
ratio somewhat above 4 to 1 ). 




American Negro lli\1!l!l!l!l Other D 
When juvenile and adult arrestees were 
analyzed by race, it was found that 
e Of juvenile arrestees, more were 
Mexican-American (44.7 percent) than 
either white or Negro (24.3 and 
29.3 percent, respectively). 
e Of adult arrestees, fewer were Mexican-
American (29.3 percent) than either 









Source: Tables 40, 42, and 43. 
When the age of arrestees was analyzed by 
race, it was found that: 
26 
e Of white arrestees, more than two and 
one-half times as many were in the 
youngest age group as the oldest (40.7 
versus 15.0 percent), however, the 25-
39 age group accounted for 
44.3 percent. 
e Of Mexican-American arrestees, almost 
10 times as many were in the youngest 
age group as the oldest (64.8 versus 
6.5 percent). 
• Of Negro arrestees, about 4 times as 
many were in the youngest age group as 
the oldest (5 I .1 versus 12.2 percent). 
Chart 19 continued 
0-24 Ill 25·3911 40 and over D 
Of 1978 dispositions of adults arrested for 
murder, 22.5 percent were released by the 
police or had complaints against them denied, 
21 .6 percent were dismissed or acquitted, and 
56.0 percent were convicted. When analyzed 
by sex, race, and age, it was found that 
e Proportionately more females than 
males were released (27.0 versus 
21 .9 percent), and dismissed or acquitted 
(27 .0 versus 20.6 percent); and relatively 
more males than females were 
convicted (57.5 versus 46.1 percent). 
e Relatively fewer whites than Mexican-
Americans and Negroes were released 
(19.4 versus 28.9 and 22.7 percent, 
respectively), and relatively more were 
convicted (60.8 versus 50.0 and 
54.4 percent, respectively) . 
e Arrestees under 40 years of age were 
more likely to be released (22.7 percent) 
or dismissed or acquitted (21.7 percent), 
and less likely to be convicted than 
arrestees of 40 years of age and over 
(20.6 and 18.9 percent, respectively). 
DISPOSITIONS 
CHART 20 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS 
ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
A. Type of Disposition 
Convicted 
56.0% 
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DISPOSITIONS 
Of the 1978 dispositions of adults arrested 
for murder in which complaints had been 
granted, 72.2 percent were convicted. When 
analyzed by sex, race, and age, it was found 
that: 
• Proport ionately more maies than 
females were convicted (73.6 versus 
63.1 percent). 
• Relat ively more whites (75.4percent) 
were convicted than were Mexican-
Americans or Negroes (70.4 percent 
each). 
e Proportionately, adults 40 years of age 
and over were convicted more often 
than were younger adults (76.3 versus 
71.9 percent). 
CHART 21 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS 
ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND 
COMPLAINTS GRANTED 
A. Type of Disposition 
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CHART 22 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS 
ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
A. Convicted Offense 
DISPOSITIONS 
Of those adults arrested for murder and 
convicted in 1978, 41 .3 percent were 
convicted of murder, as opposed to lesser 
cr imes. such as, manslaughter, felony 
assau lt , and robbery. When analyzed by sex, 
race, and age, it was found that: 
e A considerab ly larger percent of males 
than females were convicted of murder 
(43.4 versus 23.4 percent). 
e Proportionately fewer Negroes were 
convicted of murder (38. 3 percent) than 
were either whites or Mexican-
Americans (43.6 and 42.1 percent, 
respectively). 
e The percent of convictions for murder 
varied inversely w ith age. Those in the 
youngest age group (under 20 years of 
age) were convicted of murder 
62.7 percent of the time, and those in 
the oldest age group (40 years of age 
and over) were convicted of murder 
30.2 percent of the time. 










Under 20 37.3% 
2D-39 59.2% 
40and over 
Murder II OtllerD 





DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received by Convicted Offense 
Source: Table 55. 
Prison 
orCVA • Other D When those adults arrested for murder and 
convicted in 1978 were analyzed by type of 
sentence, it was found that: 
30 
e Considerably more of those convicted of 
murder were sentenced to prison or to 
the Youth Authority than were those 
convicted of lesser offenses (97 .9 versus 
55.9 percent).2 
CHART 24 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 




Source: Table 56. 
Prison • Other D 
CHART 25 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 





Source: Table 57. 
When the type of sentence received by adults 
arrested for murder and convicted in superior 
court in 1978 was analyzed by prior criminal 
record and existing criminal status, it was 
found that: 
e The more serious the prior criminal 
record, the more likely were those 
convicted to be sentenced to prison. 
20.5% 
14.3% 
Prison - Other D 
• The more serious the existing criminal 
status, the more likely were those 
convicted to be sentenced to prison. 
2 Pr ison includes one death penalty case reported via the 
OBTS system. See page 31 for additional information on 
death penalty cases. 
2.1 % 
~D~E~A~T~H~P~E~N~A;LTY~~C~A~SE~S~======================~~ 
This section presents information on those 
persons sentenced to death in California 
superior courts in 1978. The death penalty 
cases were identified by the Division of 
Criminal Law and information pertaining to 
them was obtained from the Bureau of 
Criminal Identification, California Department 
of Justice. 
The death penalty in California was found 
unconstitutional by the California Supreme 
Court in February 1972. It was reinstated in 
January 1974 by public vote, and 
subsequently declared unconstitutional by the 
California Supreme Court in March 1977. By 
virtue of a veto override in August 1977, new 
legislation was adopted that reinstated the 
death penalty in California. 
Finally, by public vote on November7, 1978, 
additional criteria were added to the 
circumstances by which a person could be 
sentenced to death. ·The criteria currently 
specified by Penal Code Section 1 90.2 are as 
follows: 
1. Intentional murder for financial 
gain. 
2. Multiple convictions for first or 
second degree murder. 
3. Murder perpetrated by means of 
destructive device, bomb, or 
explosive. 
4. Murder to prevent arrest or to 
effect escape from custody. 
5. Murder of a peace officer or 
fireman killed while engaged in the 
performance of his duties. 
6. Murder of a witness to prevent his 
testimony or in retaliation for 
testimony given. 
7. Murder of an elected or appointed 
official, judge, or prosecutor in 
retaliation for performing his 
official duties. 
8. Murder was especially heinous, 
atrocious, or cruel. 
9. Murder by ambush. 
10. Murder because of victim's race, 
color, religion, nationality, or 
country of origin. 
11. Murder involving torture . 
12. Murder by poison. 
13. Murder during the commisson of: 
a) robbery, b) kidnapping, c) rape, 
d) lewd or lascivious act upon a 
child under the age of 14, e) oral 
copulation or sodomy in violation 
of Penal Code Sections 286 and 
288a, f) burglary, g) arson, and 





DEFENDANTS SENTENCED TO DEATH, 1978 
Sex, Race, Age, and Prior Criminal Record by Sentencing County 
County 
Sex, race , age, 
and prior criminal record Total Fresno Los Angeles Orange San Bernardino San Francisco Sutter 
Total 7 1 1 2 1 1 1 
Sex 
Male 7 1 1 2 1 1 1 
Female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Race 
White 6 1 0 2 1 1 1 
Mexican·American 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Negro 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Age 
20 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
21 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
25 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 
28 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
30 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
33 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 
34 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Median 28 
Prior criminal record 
None 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Miscellaneousa 3 1 1 0 1 0 0 
Prison 4 0 0 2 0 1 1 
alncludes prior criminal records of less than prison. 
Source: California Department of Justice: Division of Criminal Law and the Bureau of Criminal Identification. 
During 1978, seven persons convicted of first 
degree murder were sentenced to death. The 
sex, race, age, prior criminal record, and 
county of sentence of those sentenced to 
32 
death are presented in Table 2. 
Of the seven defendants sentenced to death 
in 1978: 
e All were male. 
e Six were white, one was Negro. 
e The median age was 28. 
e Four had prior prison records, and the 
remaining three had "miscellaneous" 
prior criminal records (less than prison). 
PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY 
~======================~~~ 
A topic of special interest, particularly to the 
law enforcement community, is that of peace 
officers killed in the line of duty. Because of 
this interest, this subject merits the same 
special attention in this report that it has 
received in previous BCS homicide reports. 
Data pertaining to peace officers were 
obtained from the Automated Homicide File. 
The Summary of Data presents "peace 
officers killed" information in tabular rather 
than graphjc form. This type of presentation 
is particularly suitable when the number of 
individuals studied is small and data tend to 
be heavily concentrated in one particular 
category. 
In 1978, as in previous years, the number of 
peace officers killed in the line of duty is 
small, particularly when the data pertaining 
to any given variable are distributed among 
several categories. This poses the question of 
the reliability of the data. For this reason, 
data pertaining to the 1976-1978 period are 





HOMICIDES INVOLVING PEACE OFFICERS, 1971-1978 
34 
Killed by 
peace off icer 










SUMMARY OF DATA 
From 1971-1978, 89 peace officers were 
killed in the line of duty. During the same 
period, 682 felons were justifiably killed by 
peace officers. Analysis of the data of Table 3 
showed that: 
e The average annual number of peace 
officers killed was 11 .1. In 1978, the 
number was 12. 
• The average annual number of felons 
killed by peace officers was 85 .3. In 
1978, the number was 87. 
• The number of peace officers killed in 
the past four years ( 1975-1978) was 
about the same as that of the previous 
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PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, 
1978 AND 1976-1978 
Sex and Race of Victim 
1978 1976- 1978 
Sex Sex 
Race Total Male 
Total . . . . . . . . . 12 12 
White . . . . ... . . 11 11 
Mexican-American . . 0 0 
Negro .. . . . . . . 1 1 
TABLE 6 
Female Total Male Female 
0 31 31 0 
0 29 29 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 2 2 0 
In 1978, as in the period 1976-1978, all 
peace officers killed were male and the great 
majority were white (over 90 percent). 
PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, 
1978 AND 1976-1978 
Contributing Circumstance 
Contributing circumstance 
Total ............ . 
Criminal acts . 
Robbery .. 
Burglary .. 
Drugs ... . 
Other ... . 
Noncriminal acts . 
Argument .. . 
Other ..... . 










Criminal acts resulted in the deaths of 11 of 
the 1 2 peace officers killed in 1978. Of these, 
9 were listed as "Other." This subcategory of 
criminal acts includes ambushes, 
kidnappings, and traffic stops. It is also used 
when insufficient information is available to 





PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, 
1978 AND 1976-1978 
36 
Type of Weapon 
Type of weapon 
Total 
Handgun . ....... . .. . 
Offender's . . . . . . . . . . 
Officer's .. .. ...... . 
Rifle .. .. ..... . . .. . 
Offender's . . . . . . . . . . 
Shotgun ............ . 
Offender's . ..... . . . . 
Other .... . . .... . . . . 
With respect to type of weapon, in 1978: 
• All 12 peace officer deaths were caused 
by firearms. 
e Handguns were responsible for 10 of 
the 12 firearm deaths. 
e Three of the 1 2 peace officers were 



















A justifiable homicide is defined by the 
Uniform Crime Reporting {UCR) Program, 
administered by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, as "the killing of a felon, by a 
private citizen or a peace officer, during the 
commission of a felony." The California Penal 
Code defines self-defense as a justifiable 
homicide, whereas the national UCR Program 
does not. Therefore, self-defense cases are 
treated as willful rather than justifiable 
homicides in this report. Justifiable homicides 
are sometimes referred to as excusable or 
noncriminal homicides. 
In the past. data pertaining to justifiable 
homicides by peace officers and by private 
citizens were presented separately. In the 
Summary of Data of this year's report, 
however, they are presented as a graphic 
unity and have been analyzed accordingly. 
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SEX 
By peace officer 
By private citizen 
CHART 26 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS 
AND PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1978 
Sex, Race, and Age of Deceased 
mm I 
rmm I 
Male. Female D 
RACE 
By peace officer 
By private citizen 
White II 
AGE 
By peace officer 
By private citizen 
Under20 II 
SUMMARY OF DATA 
38 
When 1978 justifiable homicides committed 
by peace officers and by private citizens were 
analyzed by sex, race, and age, it was found 
that: 
e Approximately 98 percent of felons killed 
by both peace officers and private 
citizens were male. 
e Most felons killed by peace officers were 
white (47.1 percent) and most killed by 
private citizens were Negro 
(41 .4 percent). 
e Proportionately, felons killed by private 
citizens were younger than those killed 
by peace officers and vice versa, 
particularly in the extreme age groups 
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JUSTIFIABLE HOMlCIOES BY PEACE OFFtcERSANO 
PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1978 
Known Location of Homicide 





BY PRtVATE CITIZEN 
CitiMn's residence 
Liquor or other busini!S$ 
Other 
Source: Tables 63 and 67. 
When justifiable homicides in 1978 were 
analyzed by location, it was found that: 
e The locations where felons were most 
frequently killed by peace officers were 
the felon's residence (23 .9 percent), a 
street or sidewalk (26.9 percent), or in a 
vehicle (19.4 percent). (Table 63 shows 
that the 1978 percent figures for the 
street or sidewalk location and for the 
"in veh 1cle" location differ considerably 
from the corresponding 1976- 1978 
percent figures.) 
e 75.0 percent of justif iable homicides by 
private citizens occurred ei ther in the 
citizen's residence (35.4 percent) or at a 





JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS AND PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1978 
Type of Weapon 
40 
Total Handgun 
Peace officers .. . .. 100.0 78.2 
Private citizens .. . . 100.0 75.9 
NotE': Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Tables 64 and 68. 
When type of weapon used by peace officers 
and private citizens in justifiable homicides in 
1978 was analyzed, it was found that: 
e Felons were most frequently killed by 
handguns, both by peace officers and 
private citizens (78.2 and 75.9 percent, 
respectively). 
e Proportionately, shotguns were used 
almost twice as frequently by peace 
officers as by private citizens (19.5 
versus 10.3 percent). 
e Combined, rifles and firearms of 
unknown type accounted for 
12.1 percent of justifiable homicides by 
private citizens and 1 .1 percent by peace 
officers . 
Type of weapon 
Firearm-
Rifle Shotgun unknown 
.0 19.5 1.1 




BY PEACE OFFICER 
Felon attacked 
peace officer 
Felon killed in 




BY PRIVATE CITIZEN 
Felon attacked 
citizen 
Felon killed in 





JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS 
AND PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1978 
Known Contributing Circumstance 
Source: Tables 65 and 69 . 
60.9% 
83.9% 
e For justifiable homicides by peace 
officers in 1978, the most frequent 
contributing circumstances were the 
attacking of a peace officer by a felon 
(60.9 percent) and a felon resisting 
arrest (20.7 percent). 
e For justifiable homicides by private 
citizens in 1978, the most frequent 
contributing circumstances were the 
commission of a felony (83.9 percent) 
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CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS, 1969-1978 
Number and Rate per 100,000 Population 
Crimes against persons 
Willful Aggravated 
Total homicide Forcible rape Robbery assault 
Year Populati on Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number 
1969 . . 19,856,000 89,1 91 449.2 1,376 6.9 6,958 35.0 39,212 
1970 . . 20,003,000 94,347 4 71.7 1,355 6 .8 6,992 35.0 41,397 
1971 20,265,000 104,489 515.6 1,633 8.1 7,281 35.9 47.477 
1972 20,524,000 11 0,680 539.3 1,789 8.7 8,131 39.6 48,834 
1973 20 ,74 1,000 116,506 561 .7 1,86l 9.0 8,349 40.3 49,524 
1974 20,933,000 127,469 608.9 1,970 9.4 8,480 40.5 52,742 
1975 21 ,1 13,000 138,400 655.5 2,196 10.4 8,787 41.6 59,747 
1976 21,520,000 143,507 666.9 2,214 10.3 9,552 44.4 59,132 
1977 21,896,000 152,827 698.0 2,481 11 .3 10,715 48.9 62,207 
1978 .. 22,297,000 164,751 738.9 2,601 11 .7 11,249 50.5 67,920 
Percent change 
in rate from: 
1969 to 1978 64.5 69.6 44.3 
1977 to 1978 5.9 3.5 3.3 
Percent change in 
number from : 
1969 to 1978 84.7 89.0 61.7 
1977 to 1978 7.8 4.8 5.0 
Note: California population figures are estimates obtained from the Department of Finance. 
Source: Statewide Crlmln•l Justice Profile, 1971, publllhed bY the Bureau of Crlmln•IStatlstlcs, 
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WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Sex of Victim Distributed by Race 
1978 
Sex of victim 
Total Male Female Total 
2,601 2,027 574 7,296 
100.0 77.9 22.1 100.0 
1,154 822 332 3,393 
100.0 71 .2 28.8 100.0 
649 588 61 1,577 
100.0 90.6 9.4 100.0 
695 540 155 2,046 
100.0 77.7 22.3 100.0 
86 63 23 222 
100.0 73.3 26.7 100.0 
17 14 3 58 
100.0 - - 100.0 
Note: Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
Source : Tables12 and 13. 
Rate Number Rate 
197.5 41,645 209.7 
207 .0 44,603 223.0 
234.3 48,098 237.3 
237.9 51 ,926 253.0 
238.8 56,771 273.7 
252.0 64,277 307.1 
283 .0 67,670 320.5 
274.8 72,609 337.4 
284.1 77,424 353.6 




















Race of victim 
Totala .. .. . . . 
White ... . . 
Mexican-American 
Negro 
Other .. . . 
TABLE 10 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Distribution of Victims by Race 
1978 
Number Percent Number 
2,584 100.0 7,238 
1,154 44.7 . 3,393 
649 25.1 1,577 
695 26.9 2,046 
86 3.3 222 
aThls table excludes 17 victims In 1978 and 58 victims In 1976-1978 whose race was unknown. 
Source: Tables 12 and 13. 
TABLE 11 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Known Age of Victim Distributed by Race 
1976-1978 
1978 1976-1978 
Age of victim Age of victim 
40and 
Race Total 0-24 25-39 over Total 0-24 25-39 
Total 
Numbera 2,530 885 909 736 7,135 2,500 2,504 
Percent 100.0 35.0 35.9 29.1 100.0 35.0 35.1 
White 
Number 0 ••• · 1,122 339 350 433 3,329 1,025 1,014 
Percent 0 ••• 1oo.o · 30.2 31 .2 38.6 100.0 30.8 30.5 
Mexican-American 
Number . 635 309 217 109 1,545 749 551 
Percen~ • 0 •• 100.0 48.7 34.2 17.2 100.0 48.5 35.7 
Negro 
Number 685 209 302 174 2,020 651 838 
Percent 100.0 30.5 44.1 25.4 100.0 32.2 41.5 
Other 
Number 81 26 37 18 217 66 90 
Percent 100.0 32.1 45.7 22.2 100.0 30.4 41 .5 
Unknown 
Number 7 2 3 2 24 9 11 
Percent 100.0 - - - 100.0 - -
aThls table excludes 71 victims In 1978 and 161 victims In 1976- 1978 whose age was unknown. 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 























Sex and age Number Percent 
Total .. 2,601 100.0 
0-14 132 5.1 
15-19 287 11.0 
20-24 466 17.9 
25-29 424 16.3 
30-34 296 11.4 
35-39 189 7.3 
40-44 166 6.4 
45-49 146 5.6 
50-54 117 4 .5 
55-99 307 11.8 
Unknown 71 2.7 
Male ... 2,027 100.0 
0-14 79 3.9 
15-19 223 11.0 
20-24 378 18.6 
25-29 339 16.7 
30-34 238 11.7 
35-39 158 7.8 
40-44 138 6.8 
45-49 123 6.1 
50-54 89 4.4 
55-99 210 10.4 
Unknown 52 2.6 
Female 574 100.0 
0-14 53 9.2 
15-19 64 11.1 
20-24 88 15.3 
25-29 85 14.8 
30-34 58 10.1 
35-39 31 5.4 
40-44 28 4.9 
45-49 23 4 .0 
50-54 28 4.9 
55-99 97 16.9 
Unknown 19 3.3 
TABLE12 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Sex and Age of Victim Distributed by Race 
Race of victim 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1,154 100.0 649 100.0 695 100.0 
59 5.1 34 5.2 30 4.3 
101 8.8 122 18.8 58 8.3 
179 15.5 153 23.6 121 17.4 
159 13.8 111 17.1 135 19.4 
114 9.9 66 10.2 103 14.8 
77 6 .7 40 6.2 64 9.2 
75 6.5 37 5.7 54 7.8 
74 6.4 31 4 .8 36 5.2 
69 6.0 15 2.3 29 4.2 
215 18.6 26 4.0 55 7.9 
32 2.8 14 2.2 10 1.4 
822 100.0 588 100.0 540 100.0 
41 5.0 19 3.2 13 2.4 
61 7.4 119 20.2 39 7.2 
126 15.3 146 24.8 97 18.0 
115 14.0 102 17.3 107 19.8 
85 10.3 60 10.2 84 15.6 
63 7.7 35 6.0 52 9.6 
58 7.1 34 5.8 46 8.5 
59 7.2 29 4.9 31 5.7 
51 6.2 12 2.0 22 4.1 
142 17.3 20 3.4 41 7.6 
21 2.6 12 2.0 8 1.5 
332 100.0 61 100.0 155 100.0 
18 5.4 15 24.6 17 11.0 
40 12.0 3 4.9 19 12.3 
53 16.0 7 11.5 24 15.5 
44 13.3 9 14.8 28 18.1 
29 8.7 6 9.8 19 12.3 
14 4 .2 5 8.2 12 7.7 
17 5.1 3 4.9 8 5.2 
15 4.5 2 3.3 5 3.2 
18 5.4 3 4.9 7 4.5 
73 22.0 6 9.8 14 9.0 
11 3 .3 2 3.3 2 1.3 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
86 100.0 17 100.0 
8 9.3 1 -
5 5.8 1 -
13 15.1 0 -
17 19.8 2 -
12 14.0 1 -
8 9.3 0 -
0 .0 0 -
4 4 .7 1 -
4 4.7 0 -
10 11.6 1 -
5 5.8 10 -
63 100.0 14 100.0 
5 7.9 1 -
3 4.8 1 -
9 14.3 0 -
14 22.2 1 -
8 12.7 1 -
8 12.7 0 -
0 .0 0 -
3 4.8 1 -
4 6.3 0 -
6 9.5 1 -
3 4.8 8 -
23 100.0 3 100.0 
3 - 0 -
2 - 0 -
4 - 0 -
3 - 1 -
4 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
1 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
4 - 0 -
2 - 2 -
Total 
Sex and age Number Percent 
Total ... 7,296 100.0 
Q-14 386 5.3 
15-19 816 11.2 
2Q-24 . . 1,298 17.8 
25-29 .. 1,155 15.8 
3Q-34 . . 799 11.0 
35-39 .. 550 7.5 
40-44 474 6.5 
45-49 .. 383 5.3 
50-54 .. 331 4.5 
55-99 .. 943 12.9 
Unknown . 161 2.2 
Male •.••. 5,510 100.0 
Q-14 .. 213 3.9 
15-19 .. 584 10.6 
2Q-24 .. 999 18.1 
25-29 .. 912 16.6 
30-34 .. 650 11.8 
35-39 .. 445 8.1 
4Q-44 .. 383 7.0 
46-49 302 5.5 
5o-54 252 4.6 
55-99 645 11.7 
Unknown 125 2.3 
Female .. 1,786 100.0 
0-14 . . 173 9.7 
15-19 232 13.0 
2Q-24 299 16.7 
25-29 243 13.6 
3Q-34 149 8.3 
35-39 105 5.9 
4Q-44 91 5.1 
45-49 81 4.5 
5Q-64 79 4.4 
55-99 298 16.7 
Unknown 36 2.0 
TABLE 13 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1976-1978 
Sex and Age of Victim Distributed by Race 
Race of victim 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
3,393 100.0 1,577 100.0 2,046 100.0 
168 5.0 79 5.0 124. 6.1 
332 9.8 303 19.2 162 7.9 
525 15.5 367 23.3 365 17.8 
461 13.6 274 17.4 380 18.6 
315 9.3 171 10.8 276 13.5 
238 7.0 106 6.7 182 8.9 
220 · 6.5 89 5.6 160 7.8 
200 5.9 63 4.0 110 5.4 
192 5.7 37 2.3 88 4.3 
678 20.0 56 3.6 173 8.5 
64 1.9 32 2.0 26 1.3 
2,357 100.0 1,384 100.0 1,561 100.0 
103 4.4 42 3.0 59 3.8 
185 7.8 276 19.9 108 6.9 
363 15.4 333 24.1 269 17.2 
328 13.9 265 18.4 302 19.3 
246 10.4 150 10.8 228 14.6 
187 7.9 95 6.9 146 9.4 
170 7.2 75 5.4 134 8.6 
154 6.5 51 3.7 90 5.8 
140 5.9 33 2.4 67 4.3 
443 18.8 45 3.3 135 8.6 
39 1.7 29 2.1 23 1.6 
1,036 100.0 193 100.0 485 100.0 
66 6.3 37 19.2 65 13.4 
147 14.2 27 14.0 64 11.1 
162 15.6 34 17.6 96 19.8 
133 12.8 19 9.8 78 16.1 
70 6.8 21 10.9 48 9.9 
51 4.9 1 1 5.7 36 7.4 
50 4.8 14 7.3 26 5.4 
46 4.4 12 6.2 20 4.1 
52 5.0 4 2.1 21 4.3 
235 22.7 11 5.7 38 7.8 
25 2.4 3 1.6 3 .6 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
222 100.0 58 100.0 
12 5.4 3 5.2 
16 7.2 3 5.2 
38 17.1 3 5.2 
35 15.8 5 8.6 
33 14.9 4 6.9 
22 9.9 2 3.5 
5 2.3 0 .0 
9 4.1 1 1.7 
14 6.3 0 .0 
33 14.9 3 5.2 
5 2.3 34 58.6 
159 100.0 49 100.0 
8 5.0 1 -
12 7.5 3 -
31 19.5 3 -
24 15.1 3 -
23 14.6 4 -
16 10.1 1 -
4 2.6 0 -
6 3.8 1 -
12 7.5 0 -
20 12.6 2 -
3 1.9 31 -
63 100.0 9 100.0 
4 6.3 2 -
4 6.3 0 -
7 11.1 0 -
11 17.5 2 -
10 15.9 0 -
6 9.5 1 -
1 1.6 0 -
3 4.8 0 -
2 3.2 0 -
13 20.6 1 -




WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Rate per 100,000 Population Distributed by Sex, Race, and Age 
Sex, race, and age Percent Population Victims Rate 
Total . . ' . .. . . . 100.00 22,297,000 2,601 8 11.7 
Sex 
Male .. 49.71b 11,083,839 2,027 18.3 
Female 50.29 11,213,161 574 5.1 
Race 
White 71 .52c 15,9~,814 1,166 7.3 
Mexican:~~e;ic~~ d. 15.84 3,531,845 652 18.5 
Negro 7.74 1,725,788 696 40.3 
Other ••• 0 • . . 4.90 1,092,553 87 8.0 
Age 
40.7Gb 0-24 .. 9,088,257 914 10.1 
25-39 .. 23.86 5,320,064 926 17.4 
40 and over 35.38 7,888,679 761 9.6 
8Thls figure Includes 17 victims whose race was unknown and 71 victims whose age was unknown . These "unknowns" are distributed 
proportionately among the several racial groups and age groups, respectively. 
bPercent distributions of Californians bY sex and age were obtained from Department of Finance population estimates as of July 1, 
1978. These percents were applied to the total population estimate of 22,297,000 used by the Bureau of Criminal Statistics In 1978 
to calculate the subpopulatlon figures shown for sex and age, respectively. 
cThis percent distribution of Californians by race was obtained from a survey conducted bY the United States Bureau of the Census In 
1976. It was applied to the total population estimate of 22,297,000 used by the Bureau of Criminal Statistics In 1978 to calculate 
dthe subpopulatlon figures shown by race. 
For purposes of analysis, those persons classified as Spanish by the Bureau of the Census are classified as Mexican-American. 
TABLE 15 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Known Relationship of Victim to Offender Distributed by Sex of Victim 
1978 1976-1978 
Spouse, Spouse, 
Sex Total parent, child Other Total parent, child Other 
Total 
Number 1,009 277 732 3,828 866 2,962 
Percent 100.0 27.5 72.5 100.0 22.6 77.4 
Male 
Number 722 150 572 2,784 417 2,367 
Percent 100.0 20.8 79.2 100.0 15.0 85.0 
Female 
Number 287 127 160 1,044 449 595 
Percent 100.0 44.3 55.7 100.0 43.0 57.0 
Source: Tables 17and 18. 
TABLE16 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976- 1978 
Known Relationship of Victim to Offender Distributed by Race of Victim 
1978 1976-1978 
Friend, Spouse, Gang Friend, Spouse, Gang 
Race Total acquaintance parent,child member Stranger Other Total acquaintance parent,child member Stranger Other 
Total 
Number 1,009 425 277 76 165 66 3,828 1,897 866 228 630 207 
Percent 100.0 42.1 27.5 7.5 16.4 6.5 100.0 49.6 22.6 6.0 16.5 5.4 
White 
Number ..... 480 193 142 14 99 32 1,777 792 462 56 363 104 
Percent .... 100.0 40.2 29.6 2.9 20.6 6.7 100.0 44.6 26.0 3.2 20.4 5.9 
Mexican-American 
Number 191 69 31 50 33 8 740 361 88 140 118 33 
Percent ... . 100.0 36.1 16.2 26.2 17 .3 4.2 100.0 48.8 11.9 18.9 15.9 4.5 
Negro 
Number 297 152 90 9 23 23 1,188 699 297 22 119 51 
Percent 100.0 51.2 30.3 3.0 7.7 7.7 100.0 58.8 25.0 1.9 10.0 4.3 
Other 
Number 39 10 13 3 10 3 114 . 40 27 9 29 9 
Percent 100.0 - - - - - 100.0 35.1 23.7 7.9 25.4 7.9 
Unknown 
Number 2 1 1 0 0 0 9 5 2 1 1 0 
Percent 100.0 - - - - - 100.0 - - - - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less t han 50. 






WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Relationship of Victim to Offender Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown 
Relationship Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total • ••••• 0 0 2,601 100.0 1,154 100.0 649 100.0 695 100.0 86 100.0 17 100.0 
Friend,acquaintance . 425 16.3 193 16.7 69 10.6 152 21.9 10 11.6 1 -
Spouse .. . . . ... 174 6.7 88 7.6 16 2.5 66 9.5 4 4.7 0 -
Parent,child ... . . 103 4.0 54 4.7 15 2.3 24 3.5 9 10.5 1 -
Brother, sister . ... 17 .7 6 .5 2 .3 7 1.0 2 2.3 0 -
Other relative .... 37 1.4 15 1.3 6 .9 15 2.2 1 1.1 0 -
Stranger . . . . ... 165 6.3 99 8.6 33 5.1 23 3.3 10 11.6 0 -
Gang member • • • 0 76 2.9 14 1.2 50 7.7 9 1.3 3 3.5 0 -
Peace officer . . . . . 12 .5 11 1.0 0 .0 1 .1 0 .0 0 -
Unknown • 0 . 0 • • 1,592 61.2 674 58.4 458 70.6 398 57.3 47 54.7 15 -
-
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
TABLE 18 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1976-1978 
Relationship of Victim to Offender Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
--- - --
Race of victim 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown 
Relationship Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total . .. . . . . . 7,296 100.0 3,393 100.0 1,577 100.0 2,046 100.0 222 100.0 58 100.0 
Friend,acquaintance . 1,897 26.0 792 23.3 361 22.9 699 34.2 40 18.0 5 8.6 
Spouse . . .. . . .. 567 7.8 296 8.7 49 3.1 206 10.1 15 6.8 1 1.7 
Parent,child ..... 299 4.1 166 4.9 39 2.5 81 4.0 12 5.4 1 1.7 
Brother ,sister .... 64 .9 29 .9 7 .4 22 1.1 6 2.7 0 .0 
Other relative • • 0 • 112 1.5 46 1.4 26 1.6 37 1.8 3 1.4 0 .0 
Stranger ....... 630 8.6 363 10.7 118 7.5 119 5.8 29 13.1 1 1.7 
Gang member .... 228 3.1 56 1.7 140 8.9 22 1.1 9 4.1 1 1.7 
Peace officer . . . . . 31 .4 29 .9 0 .0 2 .1 0 .0 0 .o 
Unknown ...... 3,468 47.5 1,616 47.6 837 53.1 858 41.9 108 48.6 49 84.5 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
2,027 100.0 574 100.0 
309 15.2 116 20.2 
80 3.9 94 16.4 
70 3.5 33 5.7 
12 .6 5 .9 
32 1.6 5 .9 
131 6.5 34 5.9 
76 3.7 0 .0 
12 .6 0 .0 
1,305 64.4 287 50.0 
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
5,510 100.0 1,786 100.0 
1,487 27.0 410 23.0 
236 4.3 331 18.5 
181 3.3 118 6.6 
50 .9 14 .8 
85 1.5 27 1.5 
494 9.0 136 7.6 
220 4.0 8 .4 
31 .6 0 .0 
2,726 49.5 742 41.5 
TABLE19 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1976-1978 
Average Homicide Rate per 100,000 Population by Size of County 
Population Victims Average a 
Size of county July 1,1977 1976-1978 rate 
Total .. . 21,896,000 7,296 11.1 
1st- 20thb 19,619,700 6,776 11.6 
Remainder of state 2,276,300 620 7.6 
aThe average rate for each count~ group was calculated on the basis of the estimated county group population as of July 1, 1977 and 
bthe three-year average number of willful homicide victims (1976-1978). 
county !lroups are based on county population estimates as of July 1, 1977. 1st-20th Is composed of the largest counties ranked In 
order of magnitude of population. These counties are Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego, Santa Clara, Alameda, San Bernardino, 
Sacramento, san Francisco, Contra Costa, San Mateo, Riverside, Fresno, Ventura, Kern, San Joaquin, Santa Barbara, Monterey, 
Sonoma, Stanislaus, and Marin. 








































San Diego . 
San Francisco 
San Joaquin 
San Luis Obispo 
San Mateo 
















Yuba . . 
TABLE 20 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1976- 1978 
Average Rate per 100,000 Population by County 
Population Average 
July 1, 1977 ratea Total 
21,896,000 11.1 7,296 
1,101,000 13.0b 429 
900 1 
16,700 - 0 
128,100 7.0 27 
16,900 - 3 
12,900 - 7 
611,600 7.6 139 
16,200 - 6 
67,900 - 15 
471,000 16.3 231 
20,100 - 6 
106,600 - 15 
87,800 - 18 
17,500 - 6 
363,300 14.9 162 
70,900 - 11 
28,700 - 7 
19,300 - 8 
7,034,700 15.7 3,318 
50,500 - 18 
223,800 5.7 38 
9,300 - 2 
60,700 - 12 
122,600 10.3 38 
8,500 - 1 
7,500 - 1 
277,700 10.4 87 
91,700 - 16 
39,200 - 12 
1,799,700 4.3 231 
100,400 7.6 23 
14,700 - 2 
569,600 12.2 209 
721,500 11.0 238 
21,100 - 3 
738,200 12.7 281 
1,679,000 6.6 332 
654,400 19.9 391 
307,100 15.4 142 
136,500 4.9 20 
588,400 7.0 123 
289,100 3.7 32 
1,218,600 5.7 207 
169,300 4.3 22 
99,500 - 19 
3,000 - 1 
36,600 - 9 
201,300 5.5 33 
263,000 4.4 35 
239,000 9.1 65 
47,900 - 10 
33,900 - 5 
10,600 - 5 
218,400 13.1 86 
29,000 - 10 
468,900 6.1 86 
106,500 8.5 27 
47,100 - 15 
1976 1977 1978 
2,214 2.481 2,601 
145 137 147 
0 1 0 
0 0 0 
10 12 5 
1 1 1 
3 2 2 
50 51 38 
3 1 2 
5 5 5 
56 102 73 
1 2 3 
6 5 4 
6 6 6 
0 0 6 
50 50 62 
3 4 4 
4 2 1 
3 5 0 
969 1,117 1,232 
7 5 6 
16 12 10 
0 2 0 
9 1 2 
9 13 16 
0 1 0 
0 0 1 
32 38 17 
7 5 4 
4 3 5 
83 71 77 
6 9 8 
0 1 1 
66 73 70 
78 65 95 
1 2 0 
65 104 112 
102 113 117 
131 141 119 
39 48 55 
6 6 8 
43 40 40 
9 13 10 
65 67 75 
8 8 6 
3 10 6 
1 ·a 0 
2 4 3 
11 9 13 
7 11 17 
18 21 26 
6 2 2 
0 1 4 
1 2 2 
23 29 34 
1 3 6 
25 29 32 
9 12 6 
6 4 5 
aThe average rate for each county was calculated on the basis of the est imated population as of July 1, 1977 and the three-year average 
bnumber of willful homicides (1976- 1978). Population estimates were obtained from the Department of Finance. 
The rate was not calculated when the total number of homicides during 1976- 1978 was less than 20 . 


















WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Percent Distribution by Known Month of Incident 
1978 
Number Percent Number 
2,593 100.0 7,247 
199 "7.7 594 
194 7.5 525 
222 8.6 532 
205 7.9 572 
203 7.8 583 
211 8.1 583 
226 8.7 619 
233 9.0 659 
224 8.6 632 
214 8.3 624 
226 8.7 608 
236 9.1 716 
2,593 100.0 7,247 
1,234 47.6 3,389 



















Notes: This table excludes 8 victims In 1978 and 49 victims In 1976-1978 for whom the month of Incident resulting In death was 
unknown. 




WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Known Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Race Total Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 
1978 Total 
Number 1,540 296 194 177 197 
Percent 100.0 19.2 12.6 11.5 12.8 
White 
Number 653 99 85 78 88 
Percent 100.0 15.2 13.0 11.9 13.5 
Mexican·American 
Number 394 106 47 34 40 
Percent .. .. 100.0 26.9 11.9 8.6 10.2 
Negro 
Number 438 83 58 58 60 
Percent 100.0 18.9 13.2 13.2 13.7 
Other 
Number 54 8 4 6 9 
Percent 100.0 14.8 7.4 11 .1 ,6.7 
Unknown 
Number 1 0 0 1 0 
Percent 100.0 - - - -
1976-1978 Total 
Number 4,592 848 606 512 537 
Percent .. . . 100.0 18.5 13.2 11.1 11.7 
White 
Number . .. . 2,012 320 297 239 237 
Percent . ... 100.0 15.9 14.8 11.9 11 .8 
Mexican·American 
Number 1,022 264 115 87 91 
Percent • 0. 0 100.0 25.8 11.3 8.5 8.9 
Negro 
Number 1,401 242 167 170 185 
Percent 100.0 17.3 11.9 12.1 13.2 
Other 
Number 151 22 26 15 24 
Percent 100.0 14.6 17.2 9.9 15.9 
Unknown 
Number 6 0 1 1 0 
Percent 100.0 - - - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 





















































incident Number Percent 
Total 2,601 100.0 
Sunday 296 11.4 
Monday 194 7.5 
Tuesday 177 6.8 
Wednesday 197 7.6 
Thursday 183 7.0 
Friday 192 7.4 
Saturday 301 11.6 
Unknown 1,061 40.8 
TABLE 23 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Race of victim 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1,154 100.0 649 100.0 695 100.0 
99 8.6 106 16.3 83 11.9 
85 7.4 47 7.2 58 8.3 
78 6.8 34 5.2 58 8.3 
88 7.6 40 6.2 60 8.6 
83 7.2 39 6.0 51 7.3 
98 8.5 42 6.5 47 6.8 
122 10.6 86 13.3 81 11.7 
501 43.4 255 39.3 257 37.0 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Total 
Day of 
incident Number Percent 
Total 7,296 100.0 
Sunday 848 11.6 
Monday 606 8.3 
Tuesday 512 7.0 
Wednesday 537 7.4 
Thursday 587 8.1 
Friday 608 8.3 
Saturday 894 12.3 
Unknown 2,704 37.1 
TABLE24 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1976-1978 
Day of Incident Distributed by Race of Victim 
Race of victim 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
3,393 100.0 1,577 100.0 2,046 100.0 
320 9.4 264 16.7 242 11.8 
297 8.8 115 7.3 167 8.2 
239 7.0 87 5.5 170 8 .3 
237 7.0 91 5.8 185 9.0 
265 7.8 110 7.0 190 9.3 
295 8.7 125 7.9 171 8.4 
359 10.6 230 14.6 276 13.5 
1,381 40.7 555 35.2 645 31.5 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
86 100.0 17 100.0 
8 9.3 0 -
4 4 .7 0 -
6 7.0 1 -
9 10.5 0 -
10 11.6 0 -
5 5.8 0 -
12 14.0 0 -
32 37.2 16 -
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
222 100.0 58 100.0 
22 9.9 0 .0 
26 11.7 1 1.7 
15 6.8 1 1.7 
24 10.8 0 .0 
21 9.5 1 1.7 
15 6 .8 2 3.5 
28 12.6 1 1.7 
71 32.0 52 89.7 
57 
58 










source: Tables 27 and 28. 
TABLE 25 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Known Location of Homicide Distributed by Sex of Victim 
1978 
Victim's 
Total residence Other Total 
1,929 721 1,208 5,962 
100.0 37.4 62 .6 100.0 
1,503 464 1,039 4,477 
100.0 30.9 69.1 100.0 
426 257 169 1,485 
100.0 60.3 39.7 100.0 
TABLE 26 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Known Location of Homicide Distributed by Race of Victim 
1978 











Bar, parking lot, 
Race Total residence street, sidewalk Other Total residence street, sidewalk 
Total 
Number 1,929 721 508 700 5,962 2,302 1,465 
Percent 100.0 37.4 26.3 36.3 100.0 38.6 24.6 
White 
Number . . 858 383 157 318 2,782 1,210 499 
Percent .. . . 100.0 44.6 18.3 37.1 100.0 43.5 17.9 
Mexican-American 
Number 485 100 211 174 1,291 291 531 
Percent -. 100.0 20.6 43.5 35.9 100.0 22.5 41.1 
Negro 
Number 512 212 124 176 1,666 723 403 
Percent 100.0 41.4 24.2 34.4 100.0 43.4 24 .2 
Other 
Number 65 26 16 23 188 75 28 
Percent 100.0 40.0 24 .6 35.4 100.0 39.9 14.9 
Unknown 
Number 9 0 0 9 35 3 4 
Percent 100.0 - - - 100.0 - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
























Location Number Percent Number Percent 
Total . . .. . ... 2,601 100.0 1,154 100.0 
Hotel, motel 32 1.2 14 1.2 
Victim's residence .. 721 27.7 383 33.2 
Other res idence 245 9.4 98 8.5 
Service station . . . . 30 1.2 16 1.4 
Liquor store . . . . . 14 .5 2 .2 
Parking lot ... . . . 123 4.7 48 4.2 
Other busmess . . . . 75 2.9 41 3.6 
Bar o o I ~ ~ o o o o 63 2.4 16 1.4 
Vehicle . . . . . . . 120 4.6 48 4.2 
Street, sidewalk ... 322 12.4 93 8.1 
Field, park, school . . 148 5.7 80 6.9 
Other • 0 • •• • • 0 36 1.4 19 1.6 
Unknown .. . ... 672 25.8 296 25.7 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100. 0 because of rounding. 
TABLE 27 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Location of Homicide By Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Mexican-American Negro Other 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
649 100.0 695 100.0 86 -100.0 
4 .6 14 2.0 0 .0 
100 15.4 212 30.5 26 30.2 
55 8.5 89 12.8 2 2.3 
6 .9 5 .7 3 3.5 
2 .3 7 1.0- 3 3.5 
49 7.6 23 3.3 3 3.5 
8 1.2 17 2.4 7 8:1 
34 5.2 11 1.6 2 2.3 
38 5.9 29 4.2 •3 3.5 
128 19.7 90 13.0 11 12.8 
47 7.2 13 1.9 4 4.7 
14 2.2 2 .3 1 1.2 
164 25.3 183 26.3 21 24.4 
·- -- - - L__ - - -· - - -
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Total White 
Location Number Percent Number Percent 
Total • • • • • 0 •• 7,296 100.0 3,393 100.0 
Hotel, motel . .. . . 114 1.6 62 1.8 
Victim's residence .. 2,302 31.6 1,210 35.7 
Other residence 711 9.7 284 8.4 
Service station . . .. 65 .9 32 .9 
Liquor store . . . . . 27 .4 8 .2 
Parking lot . . . . . . 282 3.9 106 3.1 
Other business . .. . 218 3.0 133 3.9 
Bar •• • 0 • • • • • 216 3.0 79 2.3 
Veh icle .... . . . 381 5.2 172 5.1 
Street, s1dewalk . . . 967 13.3 314 9.3 
Field, park, school .. 442 6.1 254 7.5 
Other • •• ••• 0 • 237 3.2 128 3.8 
Unknown . .. . 1,334 18.3 611 18.0 
TABLE 28 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1976-1978 
Location of Homicide by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Mexican-American Negro Other 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1,577 100.0 2,046 100.0 222 100.0 
10 .6 . 41 2.0 1 ~ 5 
291 18.5 723 35.3 75 33.8 
156 9.9 251 12.3 18 8 .1 
13 .8 11 .5 9 4,1 
2 .1 13 .6 4 1.8 
106 6.7 65 3.2 4 1.8 
20 1.3 43 2.1 20 9.0 
95 6.0 39 1.9 3 1.4 
96 6.1 96 4 .7 .13 5.9 
330 20.9 299 14.6 21 9.5 
113 7.2 53 2 .6 12 5.4 
59 3.7 32 1.6 8 3.6 
286 18.1 380 18.6 34 15.3 
--
Note: Percen ts may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Sex of victim 
Unknown Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
17 100.0 2,027 100.0 574 100.0 
0 - 19 .9 13 2.3 
0 - 464 22.9 257 44.8 
1 - 211 10.4 34 5.9 
0 - 27 1.3 3 .5 
0 - 13 .6 ' 1 .2 
0 - 113 5 .6 10 1.7 
2 - 62 3.1 13 2.3 
0 - 60 3.0 3 .5 
2 - 101 5.0 19 3.3 
0 - 293 . 14.5 29 5.1 
4 - 109 5.4 39 6 .8 
0 - 31 1.5 5 .9 
8 - 524 25.9 148 25 .8 
- - L_ 
Sex of victim 
Unknown Male Ft'malt• 
Number Percent Number Percent Numbt>r Pt'n·~nt - --
58 100.0 5,510 100.0 1,786 100.0 
0 .0 76 1.4 38 2.1 
3 5.2 1,417 25.7 885 49.6 
2 3.4 606 11 .0 105 5.9 
0 .0 61 1.1 4 .., 
0 .0 25 .5 2 I 
1 1.7 256 4.6 26 1.5 
2 3.4 180 3.3 38 2.1 
0 .0 199 3.6 17 1.0 
4 6.9 307 5.6 74 4.1 
3 5.2 865 15.7 102 5.7 
10 17.2 305 5.5 137 7.7 
10 17.2 180 3.3 57 3.2 













WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976- 1978 
Type of Weapon 
1978 
Type of weapon Number Percent 
Total .. . . . 2,601 100.0 
Firearm ... 1,469 56.5 
Knife8 •••• 607 23.3 
Blunt objectt:J . . 158 6.1 
Persoaal weaponc . 157 6.0 
Rope ...... 51 2.0 
Other, unknown 159 6.1 
~AnY Instrument used to cut or stab. 
Bludgeon, club, etc. 
~Hands, feet, teeth, etc. 
Any Implement used to hang or strangle. 











WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 









1 469 366 693 7,125 4~9 1,137 
58.1 14.5 27.4 100.0 .4 16.0 
1,240 215 536 6~1 3,291 631 
62.3 10.8 26.9 1 .o 60.7 11 .6 
229 161 158 1,704 728 606 








a Blunt object Includes bludgeon, club, etc. The personal weapon category Includes hands, feet, teeth, etc. Any Implement used to hang or 
strangle Is classed as rope. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Tables 32 and 33. 
TABLE 31 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Known Type of Weapon Distributed by Race of Victim 
1978 
Race Total Firearm Knife a 
Blunt object, 
personal wgapon, 
rope Other Total Firearm 
Total 
Number 2,528 1,469 607 366 86 7,125 \019 
Percent 100.0 58.1 24.0 14.5 3.4 100.0 6.4 
White 
Number 1,115 577 255 237 46 3,295 1~8 Percent . 100.0 51 .7 22.9 21.3 4.1 100.0 1.5 
Mexican-American 
Number 637 388 176 53 20 1,558 911 
Percent . 100.0 60.9 27.6 8.3 3.1 100.0 58.5 
Newo 
umber 682 448 155 66 13 2,012 1,274 
Percent . 100.0 65.7 22.7 9.7 1.9 100.0 63.3 
Other 
Number 82 49 20 10 3 217 116 
Percent 100.0 59.8 24.4 12.2 3.7 100.0 53.5 
Unknown 
Numbe r 12 7 1 0 4 43 20 






12677 1,137 292 
3.5 16.0 4.1 
735 702 160 
22.3 21.3 4.9 
436 152 59 
28.0 9.8 3.8 
437 243 58 
21 .7 12.1 2.9 
56 36 9 
25.8 16.6 4.1 
13 4 6 
- - -
~ny Instrument used to cut or stab. 
Blunt object Includes bludgeon, club, etc. The personal weapon category Includes hands, feet, teeth, etc. Any Implement used to hang or 
strangle Is classed as rope. 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 
Source: Tables 32 and 33. 
TABLE32 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Type of Weapon Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
- - - - -- ~ - -~--
Race of victim 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown 
Weapon Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total • • •• • 0 •• 2,601 100.0 
Firearm-unknown 215 
Handgun . .... . . 927 
Rifle . . . . . . . .. 172 
Shotgun . . ... . . 155 
KnifeS . . . . .. . . 607 
Blunt. objectb 158 
Personal weaponC 157 
Poison . .. .. .. . 74 
Drugs . .. . . ... 12 
Roped . . . . . .. . 51 
Unknown • • • • 0 . 73 
~Any Instrument used t o cut or stab. 












dHandS, feet, teeth, etc. 












39 3 .4 













Percent distribut ions are not calculated when the base number Is less than SO. 
695 100.0 86 100.0 
58 8.3 7 8.1 
297 42.7 34 39.5 
47 6.8 3 3.5 
46 6.6 5 5.8 
155 22.3 2Q- 23.3 
23 3.3 5 5.8 
35 5.0 3 3.5 
12 1.7 3 3.5 
1 .1 0 .0 
8 1.2 2 2.3 
13 1.9 4 4 .7 
TABLE 33 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1976-1978 
Type of Weapon Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 














Weapon Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total ........ 7,296 100.0 
Firearm-unknown 459 
Handgun . . ... . . 2,653 
Rifle . .. . . . ... 468 
Shotgun . .. .. .. 439 
Knifea .. . . ... . 1,677 
Blunt objectb 420 
Personal weaponc 572 
Poison .. . .. ... 229 
Drugs . ... .. . . 63 
Roped .. ...... 145 
Unknown • 0 •• 0 0 171 
~Any Instrument used to cut or stab. 












C) dHands, feet, teeth, etc. 


























100.0 2,046 100.0 222 100.0 58 100.0 
7.0 145 7.1 11 5.0 6 10.3 
37.1 890 43.5 81 36.5 13 22.4 
8.0 91 4.4 12 5.4 0 .0 
5.6 148 7.2 12 5.4 1 1.7 
27.6 437 21.4 56 25.2 13 22.4 
3 .7 82 4 .0 17 7.7 2 3.4 
4.8 125 6.1 17 7.7 2 3.4 
3.0 49 2.4 8 3.6 6 10.3 
.8 9 .4 1 .5 0 .0 
1.1 0 36 1.8 2 .9 0 .0 
1.2 34 1.7 5 2.3 15 25.9 
1..-------
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
2,027 100.0 574 100.0 
181 8 .9 34 5.9 
784 38.7 143 24.9 
138 6.8 34 5.9 
137 6.8 18 3 .1 
481 23.7 126 22.0 
116 5.7 42 7.3 
87 4.3 70 12.2 
44 2.2 30 5.2 
10 .5 2 .3 
12 .6 39 6.8 
37 1.8 36 6.3 
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
5,510 100.0 1,786 100.0 
394 7.2 65 3.6 
2,145 38.9 508 28.4 
376 6.8 92 5.2 
376 6.8 63 3.5 
1,313 23.8 364 20.4 
292 5.3 128 7.2 
290 5.3 282 15.8 
141 2.6 8B 4.9 
45 .8 18 1.0 
49 .9 96 5.4 
89 1.6 82 4.6 
62 
TABLE 34A 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Type of Firearm Used in Homicide by Size of County 
1978 1976-1978 

















Number . . .. 
Percent . . . . . 
Remainder of state 
Number 
Percent ... . 





Number . . . . 
Percent 
Remainder of state 
Number 
Percent .. . . 
Total Handgun Long gunb Unknown Total Handgun 
1,469 927 327 215 4,019 2,653 
100.0 63.1 22.3 14 6 100.0 66.0 
922 594 172 1!)6 2,455 1,629 
100.0 64.4 18.7 16.9 100.0 66.4 
260 167 66 27 738 499 
100.0 64.2 25.4 10.4 100.0 67.6 
134 84 36 14 410 285 
100.0 62.7 26.9 10.4 100.0 69.5 
56 31 17 8 145 90 
100.0 55.4 30.4 14.3 100.0 62.1 
23 16 3 4 72 42 
100.0 - - - 100.0 58.3 
74 35 33 6 199 108 
100.0 47.3 44.6 8.1 100.0 54.3 
TABLE 34B 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Known Type of Firearm Used in Homicide by Size of County 
1978 
Total Handgun Long gunb Total 
1,254 927 327 3,560 
100.0 73.9 26.1 100.0 
1,167 876 291 3,315 
100.0 75.1 24.9 100.0 
87 51 36 245 
100.0 58.6 41.4 100.0 
a bcountles were ranked bY estimated population as of July 1, 1978. 
























dTnls group Is composed of Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego, Santa Clara, and Alameda counties. 
e Tnls group Is composed of San Bernardino, Sacramento, San Francisco, Contra Costa, and Riverside counties. 
1 
Tnls group Is composed of San Mateo, Ventura, Fresno, Kern, and San Joaquin counties. 
Tnls group Is composed of Santa Barbara, Monterey, Sonoma, Stanislaus, and Tulare counties. 
gTnls group Is composed of Marin, Solano, Santa Cruz, San Luis Obispo, and Butte counties. 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100. 0 because of rounding. 
























WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Known Contributing Circumstance Distributed by Sex of Victim 
1978 1976-,1978 
Contributing circumstance Contributing circumstance 
Sex Total Sex-related Burglary Argument 
Total 
Number . . .. 1,881 74 40 
Percent . . .. 100.0 3.9 2.1 
Male 
Number .. 1,489 9 24 
Percent .. 100.0 .6 1.6 
Female 
Number 392 65 16 
Percent .. 100.0 16.6 4.1 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 








Other Total Sex-related 
709 5,530 211 
37.7 100.0 3.8 
589 4,229 31 
39.6 100.0 .7 
120 1,301 180 
30.6 100.0 13.8 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
















Contributing circumstance Contributing circumstance 
Sex-related, Sex-t"elated, 
robbery, Gangland, robbery, Gangland, 
Race Total burglary Argument gang-related Other Total burglary Argument gang-related 
Total 
Number .. 1,881 438 1,058 122 263 5,530 1,244 3,124 301 
Percent 100.0 23.3 56.2 6.5 14.0 100.0 22.5 56.5 5.4 
. . 
White 
Number .. 789 250 392 20 127 2,490 769 1;219 64 
Percent . . ·100.0 31.7 49.7 2.5 16.1 100.0 30.9 49.0 2.6 
Mexican-American 
Number . . 470 83 252 87 48 1,113 175 676 197 
Percent .. 100.0 . 17.7 53.6 18.5 10.2 100.0 14.4 55.7 16.2 
Negro 
Number . - 545 78 384 10 73 1,622 225 . 1,149 23 
Percent .. 100.0 14.3 70.5 1.8 13.4 100.0 13.9 70.8 1.4 
Other 
Number 72 25 27 5 15 180 70 67 16 
Percent 100.0 34.7 37.5 6.9 20.8 100.0 38.9 37.2 8 .9 
Unknown 
Number 5 2 3 0 0 25 5 13 1 
Percent 1oo:o - - - - 100.0 - - -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 

























WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Contributing Circumstance Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 
Race of victim 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown 
Contributing 
circumstance Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number 
Total ..• .• • 0. 2,601 100.0 1,164 100.0 649 100.0 695 100.0 86 100.0 17 
Argument ... .. . 1,058 40.7 392 34.0 252 38.8 384 55.3 27 31.4 3 
Sex-related 74 2.8 48 4.2 8 1.2 15 2.2 3 3.5 0 
Robbery .... . . . 324 12.5 172 14.9 71 10.9 58 8.3 21 24.4 2 
Burglary . . ... .. 40 1.5 30 2.6 4 .6 5 .7 1 1.2 0 
Drugs • • •• • •• 0 80 3.1 35 3.0 12 1.8 31 4.5 2 2.3 0 
Gangland . . . 10 .4 3 .3 6 .9 1 .1 0 .0 0 
Gang-related .... . 112 4.3 17 1.5 81 12.5 9 1.3 5 5.8 0 
Other . .. .•• 0 . 183 7.0 92 8.0 36 5.5 42 6.0 13 15.1 0 
Unknown • 0 • • 0 . 720 27.7 365 31.6 179 27.6 150 21.6 14 16.3 12 
- - - ----
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than so. 
TABLE 38 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, HJ76-1978 
Contributing Circumstance Distributed by Race and Sex of Victim 












Tote/ White Mexican-American Negro Other Unknown 
Contributing 
circumstance Number Pl!n:ent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Pen:ent Number Pen:ent 
Total • • 0 •• • 0. 7,296 100.0 3,393 100.0 1,577 100.0 2.~6 100.0 222 100.0 58 100.0 
Argument •• •• • 0 3,124 42.8 1,219 35.9 676 42.9 1,149 56.2 67 30.2 13 22.4 
Sex-related . . ... 211 2.9 140 4.1 26 1.6 38 1.9 6 2.7 1 1.7 
Robbery . . ..... 907 12.4 529 15.6 140 8.9 172 8.4 62 27.9 4 6.9 
Burglary . . .. . .. 128 1.7 100 2.9 9 .6 15 .7 2 .9 0 .0 
Drugs .. .. .. .. 170 2.3 75 2.2 26 1.6 67 3.3 2 .9 0 .0 
Gangland ... 48 .7 12 .4 28 1.8 4 .2 4 1.8 0 .o 
Gang-related . . . . . 253 3.5 62 1.5 169 10.7 19 .9 12 5.4 1 1.7 
Other ...... .. 691 9.5 363 10.7 139 8.8 158 7.7 ~ 11.3 6 10.3 
Unknown ••• • • 0 1,766 24.2 903 28.6 364 23.1 424 20.1 42 18.9 33 56.9 
- -- - · - - ·- ~-- -- ---- - ~- - -- -----
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
-- ·· --- -
Sex of victim 
Male Fe mille 
Number Percent Number Percent 
2,027 100.0 574 100.0 
867 42.8 191 33.3 
9 .4 65 11.3 
289 14.3 35 6 .1 
24 1.2 16 2.8 
73 3.6 7 1.2 
10 .5 0 .0 
112 5.6 0 .0 
105 15.2 78 1.3 
538 26.5 182 31.7 
Sex of victim 
Male Female 
Number Percent Number Percent 
5,510 100.0 1,786 100.0 
2,492 45.2 632 35.4 
31 .6 180 10.1 
788 14.3 119 6.7 
75 1.4 51 2.9 
153 2.8 17 1.0 
44 .8 4 .2 
247 4.5 6 .3 
399 7.2 292 16.3 
1,281 23.2 485 27.2 
TABLE 39 
WILLFUL HOMICIDE CRIMES, 1978 
Number of Victims and Offenders for Each Homicide Incident 
Year 
Victims and offenders 
for each homicide incident Total 1976 1977 
Total •.•••••• 
Single victim ..•• 
Single offender 
Multiple offenders 
Number unknown • 
Multiple victims ... 
Single offender .. 
Multiple offenders 
Number unknown . 
Total 
. . 7,276 2,214 
. . 6,686 2,030 
.. 3,766 1,180 







ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1978 










Race of arrestee 











Sex Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total .. 2,530 100.0 808 100.0 788 100.0 
Male 2,183 86.3 692 85.6 736 93.4 
Female 347 13.7 116 14.4 52 6.6 
Juvenile 304 100.0 .74 100.0 136 100.0 
Male 283 93.1 64 86.5 131 96.3 
Female 21 6.9 10 13.5 5 3.7 
Adult .. 2,226 100.0 734 100.0 652 100.0 
Male 1,900 85.4 628 85.6 605 92.8 
Female 326 14.6 106 14.4 47 7.2 
Note: Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 





ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1978 































ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1978 
Race of Arrestee Distributed by Sex 
Race of arrestee 
White Mexican-American Negro 
Sex Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total 2,530 100.0 808 31.9 788 31.1 
Male 2,183 100.0 692 31.7 736 33.7 
Female 347 100.0 116 33.4 52 15.0 
Juvenile 304 100.0 74 24.3 136 44.7 
Male 283 100.0 64 22.6 131 46.3 
Female 21 100.0 10 - 5 -
Adult . . 2,226 100.0 734 33.0 652 29.3 
Male 1,900 100.0 628 33.1 605 31.8 
Female 326 100.0 106 32.5 47 14.4 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source: Table 44. 
TABLE 43 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1978 










Race of arrestee 











Age Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total 2,530 100.0 808 100.0 788 100.0 
0-24. 1,321 52.2 329 40.7 511 64.8 
25-39 .. 932 36.8 358 44.3 226 28.7 
40and over 277 10.9 121 15.0 51 6.5 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
Source: Table 44. 
TABLE 44 
ARRESTS FOR MURDER, 1978 





Race of arrestee 
Mexican-
Sex and age Total White American 
Total . 2,530 808 788 
Sex 
Male. 2,183 692 736 
Female 347 116 52 
Juvenile 304 74 136 
Male .. 283 64 131 
Female 21 10 5 
Adult . . 2,226 734 652 
Male .. 1,900 628 605 
Female 326 106 47 
Age 
Under 15 32 11 6 
15-19 602 124 279 
20-24 687 194 226 
25-29 477 182 120 
30-34 279 107 65 
35-39 176 69 41 
40-44 104 42 23 
45-49 66 28 13 
50-54 40 18 6 
55-59 31 15 5 
60-64 18 9 3 
65-69 11 6 0 






































































DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Sex, Race, and Age of ~rrestee 
Type of disposition 
Complaint granted 
Total Releaseda Diami•ed or acquitted Convicted 
Sex, race, 
and age Number Percent Number Percent '· Number Percent Number 
.. 
Total 1,415 . 100.0 318 22.5 305 21.6 792 .. .. 
Sex 
Male . . - . 1,202 100 .0 263 21.9 . 248 20.6 691 
Female 204 100 .0 55 27.0 55 27.0 94 
Unknown 9 100.0 0 - 2 - 7 
Race 
White . . • . 464 - 100.0 90 19.4 92 . 19.8 282 
Mexican-American 342 100.0 . 99 28.9 72 21.1 171 
Negro . . 651 100;0 .. 125 22.7 126 . 22.9 300 
Other .. 33 100.0 3 - 8 - 22 
Unknown 25 100.0 1 - 7 - 17 
Age : 
Under 40 ' . 1;~31 )()0.0 280. ' 22:7 267 21.7 684 .. 
40 and over 175 100.0 36 20.6 33 18.9 106 
Unknown 9 1oo:o 2 - 5 - 2 
TABLE 458 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND COMPLAINTS GRANTED 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Sex, Race, and Age of Arrestee 
Type of disposition 
Total Diaml-d or acquitted 
Sex, race, 
and age Number Percent Number 
Total . . . . .. 1,097 100.0 
Sex 
Male .. 939 100.0 
Female 149 100.0 
Unknown 9 100.0 
Race 
White .... . . 374 100.0 
Mexican-American . 243 100.0 
Negro . . 426 100.0 
Other .. 30 100.0 
Unknown 24 100.0 
Age 
Under 40 951 100.0 
40 and over 139 100.0 
Unknown 7 100.0 
aTotal released bY law enforcement and prosecutor (complaint denied). 













Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 












































DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition 
Type of disposition 
Total .. 
Not convicted . . . . . . . . . 
Released by law enforcement 
Released by prosecutor (complaint 
denied) ..... . 
Dismissad, lower court . . 
Acquitted, lower court • . 
Dismissed, superior court •• • • 
Acquitted, superior court 
Convicted . ... 














Note : l'llrcents may not add to 100.0 or to subtotals because of rounding. 
TABLE 47 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Sex of Arrestee 
Sex of arrestee 
Total Mala Female 
Type of disposition Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total .. . . . . . . 1,415 100.0 1,202 100.0 204 100.0 
Not convicted .. . . . 623 44.0 511 42.5 110 53.9 
Released by law enforcement . 164 11.6 139 11.6 25 12.3 
Released by prosecutor (complaint 
denied) .. . .. 164 10.9 124 10.3 30 14.7 
Dismissed, lower court 158 11 .2 129 10.7 28 13.7 
Acquitted, lower court 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 
Dismissed, superior court 96 6.8 79 6.5 17 8.3 
Acquitted, superior court 51 3.6 41 3.4 10 4.9 
Convicted 792 56.0 691 57.5 94 46.1 
Lower court 15 1.1 12 1.0 3 1.5 
Superior court 777 55.9 679 56.5 91 44.6 
Notes: l'llrcents may not add to 100.0 or to subtotals because of rounding. 














Type of disposition 
Total ............ . . 
Not convicted ....... . . 
Released by law enforcement 
Released by prosecutor 
(complaint denied) 
Dismissed, lower court 
Acquitted, lower court 
Dismissed, superior court 





DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Race of Arrestee 
Race of arrestee 
Total White Mexican-American Negro 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1,415 100.0 464 100.0 342 100.0 551 100.0 
623 44.0 182 39.2 171 50.0 251 45.6 
164 11.6 48 10.3 57 16.7 56 10.2 
154 10.9 42 9.1 42 12.3 69 12.5 
158 11.2 51 11.0 43 12.6 60 10.9 
0 .0 0 .o 0 .0 0 .0 
96 6.8 27 5.8 21 6.1 41 7.4 
51 3.6 14 3.0 8 2.3 25 4.5 
792 56.0 282 60.8 171 50.0 300 54.4 
15 1.1 3 .6" 7 2.0 5 .9 
717 55.9 279 60.1 164 48.0 295 53.5 
Notes: l'llrcents may not add to 100.0 or to subtotals bec:ause of rounding. 
Percent dlstrlbutlont are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
TABLE49 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADUL lS ARRESTED FOR MURDER 
Type of Disposition Distributed by Age of Arrestee 
Age of arrestee 
Total Under 20 20-29 30-39 
Type of disposition Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total ........... . . . 1,415 100.0 122 100.0 809 100.0 300 100.0 
Not convicted . . .... . . . 623 44.0 55 45.1 360 44.5 132 44.0 
Released by law enforcement 164 11.6 17 13.9 100 12.4 30 10.0 
Released by prosecutor 
(complaint denied) 154 10.9 17 13.9 86 10.6 30 10.0 
Dismissed, lower court 158 11.2 13 10.7 94 11.6 34 11.3 
Acquitted, lower court 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 
Dismissed, superior court 96 6.8 4 3.3 54 6.7 29 9.7 
Acquitted, superior court 51 3.6 4 3.3 26 3.2 9 3.0 
Convicted ... 792 56.0 67 54.9 449 55.5 168 56.0 
Lower court 15 1.1 1 .8 11 1.4 2 .7 
Superior court 711 55.9 66 54.1 438 54.1 166 55.3 
Notes: l'llrcents may not add to 100.0 or to subtotals because of rounding. 
l'llrcent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Other Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
33 100.0 25 100.0 
11 - 8 -
2 - 1 -
1 - 0 -
4 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
2 - 5 -
2 - 2 -
22 - 17 -
0 - 0 -
22 - 17 -
40 and over Unknown 
Number Percent Number Percent 
175 100.0 9 100.0 
69 39.4 7 -
17 9.7 0 -
19 10.9 2 -
16 9.1 1 -
0 .0 0 -
6 3.4 3 -
11 6.3 1 -
106 60.6 2 -
1 .6 0 -




DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convicted Offense Distributed by Sex, Race, and Age of Arrestee 
Total Murder 
Sex, race, 
and age Number Percent Number 
Total . . .. . . . 792 100.0 321 
Sex 
Male . . .. 691 100.0 300 
Female 94 100.0 22 
Unknown .. 7 100.0 5 
Race 
White . . • • 0 0 • 282 100.0 123 
Mexican-American . 171 100.0 72 
Negro .. . . 300 100.0 115 
Other .. 22 100.0 10 
Unknown .. 17 100.0 7 
Age 
Under 20 67 100.0 42 
20-39 .. 617 100.0 252 
40and over 106 100.0 32 
Unknown 2 100.0 1 
Note: Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 

















DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convie1ed Offense 
Convicted offense Number Percent 
Total 792 100.0 
Murder 327 41.3 
Manslaughter 310 39.1 
Other ..•. 155 19.6 
Felony assault 57 7.2 
Robbery 29 3.7 
Other 69 8.7 

















DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convicted Offense Distributed by Sex of Arrestee 
Sex of arrestee 
Total Male Female Unknown 
Convicted offense Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number 
Total . . . .. 792 too.o 691 100.0 94 100.0 7 
Murder . . . .. 327 41.3 300 43.4 22 23.4 5 
Mens laughter . . 310 39.1 256 37.0 52 55.3 2 
Other .... 155 19.6 135 19.5 20 21.3 0 
Felony assault 57 7.2 49 7.1 8 8.5 0 
Robbery 29 3.7 26 3.8 3 3.2 0 
Other .... 69 8.7 60 8.7 9 9.6 0 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 or to subtotals because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
TABLE 53 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convicted Offense Distributed by Race of Arrestee 
Race of arres111e 
Total White Mexican-American Negro Other 
Convicted offense Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total .... 792 100.0 282 100.0 171 100.0 300 100.0 22 100.0 
Murder .. 327 41.3 123 43.6 72 42.1 115 38.3 10 -
Manslaughter 310 39.1 109 38.7 59 34.5 127 42.3 8 -
Other .... 155 19.6 50 17.7 40 23.4 58 19.3 4 -
Felony assault 57 7.2 20 7.1 16 9.4 19 6.3 2 -
Robbery 29 3.7 7 2.5 6 3.5 15 5.0 0 -
Other .... 69 8.7 23 8.2 18 10.5 24 8.0 2 -
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 or to subtotals because of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
TABLE 54 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Convicted Offense Distributed by Age of Arrestee 
Age of arrestee 
Total Under 20 20-29 30-39 40 and over 
Convicted offense Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total . . . . 792 100.0 67 100.0 449 100.0 168 100.0 106 100.0 
Murder . .. 327 41.3 42 62.7 184 41 .0 68 40.5 32 30.2 
Manslaughter 310 39.1 12 17.9 157 35.0 79 47.0 61 57 .5 
Other .. . . 155 19.6 13 19.4 108 24.1 21 12.5 13 12.3 
Felony assault 57 7.2 7 10.4 37 8;2 8 4.8 5 4 .7 
Robbery 29 3.7 3 4 .5 20 4 .5 4 2.4 2 1.9 
Other .. . . 69 8.7 3 4.5 51 11 .4 9 5.4 6 5.7 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 or to subtotals because of round ing. 































DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received Distributed by Convicted Offense 
Convicted offense 
Total Murder 
Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number 
. . . . 792 100.0 327 100.0 465 
Prison or Youth Authoritya . 580 73.2 320 97.9 260 
Other . . .. . . . 
aPrlson Includes one death penalty sentence. 
Source: Table 58 . 
212 26.8 7 2.1 205 
TABLE 56 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court Distributed by Prior Criminal Record 
Prior criminal record 







Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total 777 100.0 175 100.0 468 
Prisona 544 70.0 98 56.0 334 
Other 233 30.0 77 44.0 134 
aPrlson Includes one death penalty sentence. 
Note: Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source: Table 59. 
TABLE 57 
100.0 123 100.0 
71.4 109 88.6 
28.6 14 11.4 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court Distributed by Existing Criminal Status 
Existing criminal status 
Not under 





Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total 777 100.0 504 100.0 171 
Prisonb . 544 70.0 327 64.9 136 
Other 233 30.0 177 35.1 35 
a blncludes one person serving a prison term and one person serving a non prison term. 
Prison Includes one death penalty sentence. 
Note: Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
Source: Table 60. 
100.0 91 100.0 11 100.0 
79.5 78 85.7 3 -
20.5 13 14.3 8 -
TABLE 58 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received Distributed by Convicted Offense 
Convicted offense 
Total Murder Manslaughter Robbery Assault8 
Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total . . .. . . 792 100.0 
Prisonb . .... 544 
Youth Authority 36 
Probation ... 31 
Probation with jail 162 
Jail . . . ..... 14 
Fine ....... 1 
California Rehabilitation Center 1 
State hospital (mentally 
disordered sex offender) .. 3 
8 1ncludes both felony and misdemeanor assaults. 




























Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number Is less than 50. 
TABLE 59 
100.0 29 100.0 65 
58.4 21 - 21 
1.6 3 - 4 
5.5 0 - 7 
34.5 4 - 24 
.0 0 - 9 
.0 0 - 0 
.0 1 - 0 
.0 0 - 0 
DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court Distributed by Prior Criminal Record 





















Total None Miscellaneous Prison Unknown 
Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total 777 100.0 175 100.0 468 100.0 123 100.0 11 100.0 
Prison8 ••• .. 544 70.0 98 56.0 334 71.4 109 88.6 3 -
Youth Authority 36 4.6 16 9.1 19 4.1 0 .0 1 -
Probation 29 3.7 11 6.3 13 2.8 2 1.6 3 -
Probation with jail 154 19.8 47 26.9 96 20.5 7 5.7 4 -
Jail . . . . 10 1.3 2 1.1 4 .9 4 3 .3 0 -
Fine .. . . . . 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 -
California Rehabilitation Center 1 .1 0 .0 0 .0 1 .8 0 -
State hospital (mentally 
disordered sex offender) 3 .4 1 .6 2 .4 0 .0 0 -
aPrlson Includes one death penalty sentence. 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 





DISPOSITIONS IN 1978 OF ADULTS ARRESTED FOR MURDER AND CONVICTED 
Type of Sentence Received in Superior Court Distributed by Existing Criminal Status 
---
Existing criminal status 
On parole 
California Serving a 
Not under On Rehabilitation Youth nonprison 
Total commitment probation Center Authority Prison term 
Type of sentence Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Total ...... . ... 717 100.0 604 100.0 171 100.0 6 100.0 29 100.0 54 100.0 1 100.0 
Prisona .... . . . ... 644 70.0 327 64.9 136 79.6 6 - 23 - 48 88.9 1 -
Youth Authority . ... 36 4.6 32 6.3 2 1.2 0 - 1 - 0 .o 0 -
Probation •••• 0 ••• 29 3.7 23 4.6 3 1.8 0 - 0 - 0 .0 0 -
Probation with jail . . . . 164 19.8 114 22.6 27 15.8 1 - 6 - 3 6.6 0 -
Jail •• • 0 •••• • •• 10 1.3 5 1.0 3 1.8 0 - 0 - 2 3.7 0 -
Fine . .. .. ... . . . 0 .0 0 .o 0 .0 0 - 0 - 0 .0 0 -
California Rehabilitation 
Center • ••• • 0 •• 1 .1 0 .0 0 .0 0 - 0 - 1 1.9 0 -
State hospital (mentally 
disordered sex offender) . 3 .4 3 .6 0 .0 0 - 0 - 0 .0 0 -
- --- --- -----L__ 
8 Prlson includes one death penalty sentence. 
Notes: Percents may not add to 100.0 bec:ause of rounding. 
Percent distributions are not calculated when the base number is less than 50. 




Number Percent Number Percent 
1 100.0 11 100.0 
1 - 3 -
0 - 1 -
0 - 3 -
0 - 4 -
0 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
0 - 0 -
0 - 0 -




Shotgun .. . . 













Other .. . . 
Age 



















PEACE OFFICERS KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Wound Area by Type of Weapon 
1978 1976-1978 
Wound area Wound area 
Upper Other, Upper 
Total Head torso Multiple unknown Total Head torso Multiple 
12 3 4 5 0 31 8 11 11 
10 3 2 5 0 21 5 7 8 
1 0 1 0 0 4 0 2 2 
1 0 1 0 0 3 1 1 1 
0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 
TABLE 62 · 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS', 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Sex, Race, and Age of Deceased 
1978 1976-1978 
Number Percent Number 
87 100.0 278 
85 97.7 272 
2 2.3 6 
41 47.1 124 
17 19.5 51 
27 31.0 98 
2 2.3 5 
0 .0 1 
12 13.8 29 
24 27.6 64 
17 19.5 70 
12 13.8 46 
6 6.9 20 
6 6.9 15 
3 3,4 8 
1 1.1 9 
1 1.1 4 
3 3.4 7 
2 2.3 4 
0 .0 1 
12 13.8 30 
41 47.1 134 
18 20.7 66 
16 18.4 47 
0 .0 1 






































JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Location of Homicide 
1978 
Location of homicide Number Percent Number 
Total 87 100.0 278 
Victim's residence 16 18.4 48 
Other residence 4 4.6 13 
Hotel, motel 1 1.1 4 
Liquor businessa 1 1.1 8 
Other business 5 5.7 16 
Parking lot 2 2.3 7 
Street, sidewalk 18 20.7 101 
Park, school, field 6 6.9 9 
In vehicle 13 14.9 24 
Other 1 1.1 6 
Unknown 20 23.0 42 
Victim's residence 16 23.9b 48 
Street, sidewalk 18 26.9 101 
In vehicle 13 19.4 24 



















a Liquor stores, bars, and cocktail lounges. 
b:fhe percent of this location group, as well as percents of the fo llowing groups, was calculated subsequent to removal of unknown data. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 









TAB LE 64 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Type of Weapon 
1978 1976- 1978 
Number Percent Number 
87 100.0 278 
68 78.2 213 
0 .o 6 
17 19.5 49 
1 1.1 7 
1 1.1 2 
0 .0 1 










JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PEACE OFFICERS, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Contributing Circumstance 
1978 
Contributing circumstance Number Percent Number 
Total .. • • • 0 . . . . . 87 100.0 278 
Felon attacked peace officer 53 60.9 144 
Felon attacked citizen •• 0 0 •• 1 1.1 4 
Felon attempted flight from crime 7 8.0 20 
Felon killed in commission of 
crime .. . . 8 9.2 60 
Felon resisted arrest .. 18 20.7 46 
Unknown .. . . . . 0 .0 4 
Felon attacked peace officer 53 60.9 144 
Felon killed in commission of 
crime 8 9.2 60 
Felon resisted arrest 18 20.7 46 














aThe percent of this contributing circumstance group, as well as percents of the following groups, was calculated subsequent to removal 
of unknown data from the 1976-1978 period. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 






























40 and over 
TABLE66 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Sex, Race, and Age of Deceased 
1978 1976-1978 
Number Percent Number 
58 100.0 167 
57 98.3 164 
1 1.7 3 
20 34.5 46 
12 20.7 27 
24 41.4 85 
2 3.4 7 
0 .0 2 
0 .0 1 
11 19.0 28 
13 22.4 48 
15 25.9 42 
9 15.5 19 
4 6.9 9 
1 1.7 5 
1 1.7 4 
0 .0 2 
1 .0 1 
1 1.7 2 
0 .0 1 
1 1.7 1 
2 3.4 4 
11 19.6a 29 
28 50.0 90 
13 23.2 28 




























aThe percent of this age group, as well as percents of the following groups, was calculated subsequent to removal of unknown data. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
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TABLE 67 
JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Location of Homicide 
1978 1976- 1978 
Location of homicide Number Percent Number 
Total 58 100.0 167 
Victim's residence 4 6.9 15 
Citizen's residence 17 29.3 47 
Other residence 1 1.7 4 
Hotel, motel 0 .0 2 
Liquor businessa 8 13.8 18 
Other business 11 19.0 34 
Parking lot 2 3.4 4 
Street, sidewalk 4 6.9 15 
In vehicle 1 1.7 3 
Other 0 .0 1 
Unknown 10 17.2 24 
-··-- - ·-·---
Citizen's residence 17 35.4b 47 
Liquor or other business 19 39.6 52 

















~Liquor stores, bars, and cocktail lounges. 
The percent of this location group, as well as percents of the following groups, was calculated subsequent to removal of unknown 
data. 
Note: Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 









JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Type of Weapon 
1978 1976-1978 
Number Percent Number 
58 100.0 167 
44 75.9 124 
3 5 .2 10 
6 10.3 15 
4 6 .9 7 
1 1.7 11 
·-··----------










JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES BY PRIVATE CITIZENS, 1978 AND 1976-1978 
Contributing Circumstance 
1978 1976-1978 
Contributing circumstance Number Percent Number 
Total .. . . 58 100.0 167 
Felon attacked citizen 7 12.1 24 
Felon attempted flight from crime 2 3.4 6 
Felon killed in commission of 
crime . . . . . . 47 81 .0 128 
Felon resisted arrest 0 .0 6 
Unknown ... 2 3.4 3 
Felon attacked citizen 7 12.5a 24 
Felon killed in commission of 
crime 47 83.9 128 











aThe percent of this contributing circumstance group, as well as percents of the following groups, was calculated subsequent to removal 
of unknown data. 
Note : Percents may not add to 100.0 because of rounding. 
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